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Title:  Seasons (This can be a two part activity depending on your allotted class time)
Lesson Objective:  To engage students in active observation of nature and record those observations; to help students understand seasonal changes as they relate to colors in their environment 
Materials:  storage container to store each student’s color swatches;

color swatches (different colors of art foam from a crafts store, construction paper, or paint chip samples work well); crayons; single hole punch, brad or ring clip, chart paper; The Colors of the Seasons Student Activity Sheet from the GLOBE  Program (or can create your own sheet on regular copy paper:  outline 11 squares with the following colors written at the bottom of each square – Red, Blue, Yellow, Green, Orange, Purple, White, Brown, Pink, Gray, and Black.  Draw a small box inside each square, this is for the student to color in the coordinating color.  For example, if the square says Red the student will color the small box inside the square Red.

Science Talk:  What are seasons?  Are there seasons everywhere?  Why are there seasons?  Why do seasons change?  What are some activities you do during the different seasons?  What characterizes a season?  (The big idea behind a science talk is to promote deeper thinking.  It is not important to ask all of these questions, but you can choose the ones appropriate for your students to guide them in thinking about seasons.
Lesson Experiment/Investigation  (step by step):

1.  Provide students with necessary tools to create their color swatches.  Each student will need a two-inch square of each color of construction paper (red, blue, yellow, green, orange, purple, white, brown, pink, gray, and black).  

2. Punch a hole in the corner of each square

3. Use a brad to connect the swatches together
4. Color in each box of the squares on the seasons activity sheet 
5. Each student takes their color swatch and seasons activity sheet for an observation walk outside.  They are observing things in nature, such as trees, flowers, shrubs, grass; not cars and people.  

6. They draw a picture of what they observe in the color coordinated square.  For example, they may observe a tree so the student will draw a picture of the tree in the square with the green box, they may even draw the trees in other boxes depending on the color of their tree.
7. Instruct the students to only draw one picture per square.

8. Bring the students back to the “science circle” to discuss their observations.

9. Create a class chart to record the student responses.  The class chart will resemble the student activity sheet in that it should include squares and color boxes.  When recording student responses do so in words and not pictures so there will be enough room to record many different observations in each square.  For example, in the brown square you may record words like leaves, tree trunk, dirt, grass, etc.

10. Keep student activity sheets , color swatches, and class chart for reuse in future lessons.  Keep the swatches in a container away from light due to fading.  A dark colored container or wrap a container in black construction paper will work fine.

Reflection:  Ask students, “Why do you think we observed nature today?”
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